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Existing Research Guidance

Version 2

Below is a list of research linked to the provocations in the 2025 main grant call. Please note
this is not a definitive list of related research.

1. What are effective grant and finance mechanisms to deliver measures?
11, CERT & CESP Evaluation, DESNZ
1.2. CESP Evaluation, DESNZ
1.3.  Decarbonising Buildings Insights from across Europe
1.4. ECO 2-3 Evaluation, DESNZ
1.5.  ECO4 Impact Evaluation, DESNZ
1.6.  Evaluation of reformed Renewable Heat Incentive, CAG Consultants
1.7.  Financing Energy Efficient Buildings, the Path to Retrofit at Scale, GFI
1.8. Green Homes Grant Voucher Scheme Evaluation, DESNZ
1.9.  How to Attract Considerable Investment for Large-Scale Sustainable Initiatives,
City Changers
110. HUGI Evaluation Report, DESNZ
1.11.  International Retrofit Delivery Models, National Retrofit
1.12. Property-linked Finance, GFI
113.  Whole House Retrofit and-Social Housing Decarbonisation Fund Demonstrator

Evaluation

2. How do we engage citizens in retrofit and then turn engagement into
action?
2.1.  Areview on the energy retrofit policies and improvements of the UK existing

buildings, challenges and benefits, Science Direct
2.2. Ableto Pay Loan Fund Business Case Report, SWNZH
2.3.  Accelerator for One-stop Shops, INNOVATE
2.4. Archetypes Library - Best Practice Guide, National Retrofit Hub
2.5. Building place-based capacity for retrofit at SELCE's community festival, EDRC

2.6. Community Energy Planning, The MCS Foundation
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7da671e5274a5eaea6580f/CERT_CESP_Evaluation_Exec_summary.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a798ca3e5274a684690a620/3342-evaluation-of-the-community-energy-saving-programm.pdf
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/grantham/publications/all-publications/decarbonising-buildings-insights-from-across-europe.php
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/evaluation-of-the-energy-company-obligation-eco-phases-2t-and-3
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6246c8f88fa8f527785ed18a/eco4-final-ia.pdf
https://cagconsultants.co.uk/case_studies/evaluation-of-reformed-renewable-heat-incentive-for-the-department-for-energy-security-and-net-zero
https://hive.greenfinanceinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Financing-energy-efficient-buildings-the-path-to-retrofit-at-scale.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/green-homes-grant-voucher-scheme-evaluation
https://citychangers.org/scaling-investment/
https://citychangers.org/scaling-investment/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/675027eb2956d2d4b1632a1e/home-upgrade-grant-phase-1-evaluation-report.pdf
https://nationalretrofithub.org.uk/knowledge-hub/international-retrofit-delivery-models/
https://www.greenfinanceinstitute.com/products-solutions/property-linked-finance/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/whole-house-retrofit-and-social-housing-decarbonisation-fund-demonstrator-joint-process-evaluation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/whole-house-retrofit-and-social-housing-decarbonisation-fund-demonstrator-joint-process-evaluation
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1364032122000892
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1364032122000892
https://www.swnetzerohub.org.uk/document/able-to-pay-loan-fund-business-case-report/
https://energy-cities.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/INNOVATE_publishable_report_final_web-1.pdf
https://nationalretrofithub.org.uk/knowledge-hub/archetypes-library-best-practice-guide/
https://www.edrc.ac.uk/news-blog/building-place-based-capacity-for-retrofit-at-selces-community-festival/
https://mcsfoundation.org.uk/projects/community-energy-planning/
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2.7. Creating Sustainable Communities, University of Warwick

2.8. Demand Net Zero, Citizens Advice

2.9. Demonstration of Energy Efficiency Potential, DESNZ

2.10. Developing a placed based approach to retrofit in Coventry, LGA

211. Eco-segmentation 2022, Sevanta

2.12. Empowering Homeowners to Insulate Their Homes Through Improved Awareness

and Information, Which?

2.13. Enabling Locally Led Retrofit, E3G

2.14. Enabling Retrofit at Scale in Somerset, The MCS Foundation

2.15. Facilitating Retrofit: A Comprehensive Sectoral Analysis, UKGBC & The MCS
Foundation

2.16. Financing Energy Efficient Buildings, the Path to Retrofit at Scale, GFI

2.17. Green Home Finance Accelerator Learnings, Carbon Trust

2.18. Green Homes Finance Accelerator, Carbon Trust

2.19. Home Retrofit for Public Health and Climate Resilience, Connected Places
Catapult

2.20. Home Retrofit, UKGBC

2.21. Improving home retrofit policies with place-based solutions, University of Leeds

2.22. Improving Homes Good Home Hubs, Centre for Aging Better

2.23. International Retrofit Delivery Models, National Retrofit

2.24. Net-zero Neighbourhoods, 3Ci

2.25. Property-linked Finance, GFl

2.26. Rethinking retrofit: Relational insights for the design of residential energy

efficiency policy, Science Direct
2.27. Retrofit Delivery - State of the Nation Review, National Retrofit Hub
2.28. Retrofit Facilitation Provider toolkit for Local Authorities, UKGBC
2.29. Retrofit One-stop Shops, Lessons from Irelands Success, Ashden
2.30. Retrofit Support Service, The MCS Foundation
2.31. Retrofit: Building Back Better, Dark Matter Labs
2.32. The role of non-profit organisations in the provision of retrofit services in England,

Centre for Sustainable Energy, 2025

2.33. The System Challenges to Retrofit, Dark Matter Labs

2.34. Two in Five Homeowners Plan Energy Efficiency Upgrades but Massive Gap
Remains for Net Zero, The MCS Foundation

2.35. Understanding Retrofit Clients, Plymouth Energy Community

2.36. URBAN RETROFIT UK: Scaling up place-based adaptations to the built
environment through planning and development systems, UKRI

2.37. What Does a Place-based Citizen-led Approach to Retrofit Look Like? Carbon Co-

op
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https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/economics/news/2024/5/creating_sustainable_communities_a_place_based_approach_to_housing_retrofitting/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/policy/publications/demand-net-zero/
https://www.local.gov.uk/case-studies/developing-placed-based-approach-retrofit-coventry
https://info.savanta.com/savanta-eco-segmentation-2022
https://www.which.co.uk/policy-and-insight/article/empowering-homeowners-to-insulate-their-homes-through-improved-awareness-and-information-aZajL4L2eROk
https://www.which.co.uk/policy-and-insight/article/empowering-homeowners-to-insulate-their-homes-through-improved-awareness-and-information-aZajL4L2eROk
https://www.e3g.org/wp-content/uploads/2023_07-locally-led-retrofit-report.pdf
https://mcsfoundation.org.uk/projects/enabling-retrofit-a-scale-in-somerset/
https://ukgbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2023068-MCSF-UKGBC-Retrofit-Research-Update.pdf
https://ukgbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2023068-MCSF-UKGBC-Retrofit-Research-Update.pdf
https://hive.greenfinanceinstitute.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Financing-energy-efficient-buildings-the-path-to-retrofit-at-scale.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/green-home-finance-accelerator-linkedin-learnings-the-carbon-trust-xtm0e/?trackingId=1wY%2BjcAMSFqU1LDqyTt6MA%3D%3D
https://programmes.carbontrust.com/ghfa/
https://cp.catapult.org.uk/report/home-retrofit-for-public-health-and-climate-resilience
https://cp.catapult.org.uk/report/home-retrofit-for-public-health-and-climate-resilience
https://ageing-better.org.uk/improving-homes-good-home-hubs
https://nationalretrofithub.org.uk/knowledge-hub/international-retrofit-delivery-models/
https://www.3ci.org.uk/net-zero-neighbourhoods-an-opportunity-to-sweeten-the-deal-for-investors/
https://www.greenfinanceinstitute.com/products-solutions/property-linked-finance/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629624004547
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629624004547
https://nationalretrofithub.org.uk/knowledge-hub/retrofit-delivery-state-of-the-nation-review/
https://ukgbc.org/news/ukgbc-launches-toolkit-to-empower-local-authority-officers-to-develop-retrofit-facilitation-services-for-householders-in-their-area/
https://ashden.org/news/retrofit-one-stop-shops-lessons-from-irelands-success/
https://mcsfoundation.org.uk/projects/retrofit-support-service/
https://access-socialinvestment.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/role-of-non-profit-organisations-in-provision-of-retrofit-services-in-england-2024.pdf
https://access-socialinvestment.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/role-of-non-profit-organisations-in-provision-of-retrofit-services-in-england-2024.pdf
https://provocations.darkmatterlabs.org/the-system-challenges-to-retrofit-3913efd718a3
https://mcsfoundation.org.uk/news/two-in-five-homeowners-plan-energy-efficiency-upgrades-but-massive-gap-remains-for-net-zero/
https://mcsfoundation.org.uk/news/two-in-five-homeowners-plan-energy-efficiency-upgrades-but-massive-gap-remains-for-net-zero/
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=ES%2FZ502728%2F1
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=ES%2FZ502728%2F1
https://carbon.coop/2023/12/what-does-a-place-based-citizen-led-approach-to-retrofit-look-like/
https://carbon.coop/2023/12/what-does-a-place-based-citizen-led-approach-to-retrofit-look-like/
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3. How do we increase the numbers of people entering the retrofit supply

chain?

31 Apprenticeships: Key to Unlocking Gen-zs Green Potential, The MCS Foundation
3.2. Construction Pathways into Retrofit, Skills Connect

3.3. Developing Effective Partnerships with Training and Skills Providers, LGA

3.4. Integrating Skills and Competency in Green Retrofit, The MCS Foundation

3.5. Qualifications Training Map, National Retrofit Hub

3.6. Retrofit Jobs, Ashden

3.7. Retrofit: Solving the Skills Crisis, Ashden
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https://mcsfoundation.org.uk/news/apprenticeships-key-to-unlocking-gen-zs-green-potential/
https://www.skillsconnect.org.uk/career-insights/green-skills/retrofit/construction-pathways-into-retrofit/
https://www.local.gov.uk/our-support/climate-change-hub/lga-climate-change-sector-support-programme-regional-retrofit-1
https://mcsfoundation.org.uk/projects/integrating-skills-and-competency-in-green-retrofit/
https://ashden.org/retrofit-jobs/
https://ashden.org/sustainable-towns-cities/retrofit-solving-the-skills-crisis/

